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We all know that Artemis II’s Orion “spacecraft” splashed down 
in the Pacific Ocean off San Diego on April 10, 2026. And we all 
know they faked it. This is how they faked it.

My interest began with a short video by this guy:

https://x.com/i/status/2043509025816604965

He quickly walks us through the FlightRadar24 “Playback” 
feature. So I just did what he did. It’s remarkably user friendly 
and all the NASA and Coast Guard air traffic is viewable for 7 
days for free. I don’t have a subscription, so I’m glad I took lots of screenshots. 

https://x.com/i/status/2043509025816604965


He focuses on the WB-57F Canberra, perhaps because it could not carry the Orion 
capsule. However, he does us the favor of showing some airdrops from a Boeing C-17A 
Globemaster III stationed at McChord Field. So already we know it has been done 
before. Of course, there was no C-17 over the splashdown area on April 10, but there 
was a Super Hercules. 

The Super Hercules was clearly the plane making the capsule drop. On Flight Radar 
Playback, you can watch the takeoff from RIV, the loitering, the run, the drop off (tight 
turn), the escape, the cooling off period, and returning to the scene of the crime.

They had already tested it with a C17 Capsule Parachute Assembly System, and the 
Super Hercules is way better for low speed drop offs. "The C-130J's turboprops provide 
better low-speed handling than the C-17."

So let’s do this together. I ran this all past grok, and it was interesting how slowly it 
admitted to these aircraft being in the vicinity. I’ll include the transcripts at the end. I’ll 
start with the first plane it admitted and proceed to the last, which was denied until I 
gave it proof. In total, around 18 tracked aircraft were involved in various support roles 
during the recovery.



WB-57F Canberra

The WB-57 flew at high altitude (around 45,000–50,000+ feet) over the splashdown 
zone off San Diego.

It captured some of the first public images and live video of the Orion capsule 
("Integrity") during reentry, parachute deployment, and after splashdown — including 
black-and-white and infrared footage that NASA broadcast during the live coverage.

Its high-altitude cameras provided “valuable engineering data” on the capsule’s descent 
and thermal performance, in addition to stunning visuals.

After the mission, the WB-57 returned to March Air Reserve Base (where it’s based).

This matches the high-altitude overhead views you may have seen in NASA broadcasts 
or news clips.

The WB-57 was the only plane specifically identified in the twitter video, and it has the 
clearest mission, and so it is commonly admitted to have been on the scene.



NASA522

The NT-43A (registration 73-1155), often nicknamed "RAT55" (Radar Aircraft Testbed), is 
a highly specialized, one-of-a-kind aircraft operated by the U.S. Air Force to monitor 
and evaluate the radar cross-sections of stealth aircraft. 

In April 2026, it was prominently spotted using the callsign NASA522 while supporting 
the NASA Artemis II lunar mission. 

NASA522 was indeed in the area during the Artemis II splashdown and recovery on 
April 10, 2026. It is the callsign used by the US Air Force's highly modified NT-43A (a 
Boeing 737-200 variant, often nicknamed RAT55 or the "Radar Airborne Testbed"). This 
secretive aircraft, normally used for stealth signature measurements and radar testing, 
flew support for both the launch and the splashdown/recovery. It was tracked circling in 
the splashdown zone off San Diego, providing sensor, telemetry, or observation data 
alongside other assets. 



HC-130J Super Hercules

C2004 — a U.S. Coast Guard HC-130J Super Hercules — was right in the splashdown 
zone off San Clemente Island, alongside N926NA (the NASA WB-57F Canberra).

The time in the screenshot above is post-dropoff, but I start with it to show the shape of 
the completed flight track. The actual drop occurs at 23:48 UTC, but here you can see 
the tight clockwise turn in blue that was required to make the capsule drop. After the 
dropoff, the Super Hercules heads directly inland over Del Mar. It circles over North San 
Diego for about half an hour, then finally returns to the scene of the crime “providing 
support for the Artemis II recovery operation”.

Perhaps someone could explain why the Super Hercules made a quick run over the 
splashdown area just around the time the capsule was falling, made a tight U-turn and 
left the scene. Later it returned to complete its ostensible mission. It would look 
suspicious to any normie, and to me it’s simply proof positive of something I already 
knew by common sense.



Here is the Super Hercules beginning its turn to the North:

It makes the drop and then hooks around toward Del Mar:



You can see its pattern in the upper right as it circled over North San Diego post drop.

The Super Hercules continued in the area for days, according to some facebook posts (I 
was not the only guy interested in C2004):



Also this guy:

Now I would like to document how tricky grok was being with its answers, seeing that 
I’m not the only guy watching the Super Hercules air-dropping the Orion. 

At first, grok denied that the NT-43A was in the vicinity, and also denied the Super 
Hercules:





Then, grok denied only the Super Hercules (claiming a transponder error):



Finally, grok admits the existence of the Super Hercules:



Miles was especially interested in the fact that this splashdown was so close to San 
Diego and all that air traffic and sea traffic. So I asked grok:

The usual nonsense.



But as usual, Miles’ instincts are correct. The splashdown is far closer to land than other 
orbital splashdowns. Again, grok:

So I guess the conclusion is that Apollo was not practical or safety-driven.



As a final joke, I thought I’d run a little reality check past our normie friend grok:


